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SciX is a new literature portal 
that was just launched as part of 
the expansion of the 
NASA Astrophysics Data System 
(ADS), a digital library focusing 
on Space Science research. 

https://SciXplorer.org
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NASA SciX is a literature-based, 
open digital information system 
covering and unifying the research 
disciplines funded by the NASA 
Science Mission Directorate.
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SciX supports NASA’s Open 
Science efforts and enables 
interdisciplinary research and 
collaboration.
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The NASA Science Explorer, or 
SciX for short, is available as a beta 
release at the following website:

https://SciXplorer.org

While the system is still under 
development, it already provides a 
wealth of information and 
functionality ready for use.

The Science Explorer, or SciX
for short, is available as a beta 
release at the following website: 
https://SciXplorer.org

While the system is still under 
development, it already 
provides a wealth of 
information and functionality 
ready for use. 

What is 
The Science Explorer?



NASA’s Science Mission Directorate in 2019 
calls for the creation of interdisciplinary 
literature portal in support of Open Science. 

Over the next three years, the ADS team will 
be developing and expanding the The Science 
Explorer to include all relevant NASA content. 

https://SciXplorer.org

Why The Science Explorer (SciX)?

Partner:



Historic Observatory Publications 
digitized in the Science Explorer

Through the mid-20th century, many observatories had 
their own outlets for disseminating their research and 
administrative information.

Astronomers reported their work in observatory 
periodicals and reviewed journals.

These historic records contain foundational work that 
remains relevant today, observational data of 
unrepeatable sky views, and evidence of the evolving 
culture of astronomy.

SciX continues to digitize (600 dpi, single TIFF file)
legacy materials as we receive them.

e.g. Astronomical Observations made at the Royal Observatory at 
Greenwich, Annals of the Private Observatory of Lucien 
Libert, Bulletin Horaire du Bureau International de l’Heur, and Yale 
University Observatory Reports for the year

https://articles.adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/nph-iarticle_query?journal=RGAO.&year=%3f%3f%3f%3f&volume=...1&letter=.&db_key=AST&page_ind=3&plate_select=NO&data_type=GIF&type=SCREEN_GIF&classic=YES
https://articles.adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/nph-iarticle_query?journal=AnOLL&year=%3f%3f%3f%3f&volume=...1&letter=.&db_key=AST&page_ind=0&plate_select=NO&data_type=GIF&type=SCREEN_GIF&classic=YES
https://articles.adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/nph-iarticle_query?journal=BuBIH&year=%3f%3f%3f%3f&volume=...1&letter=.&db_key=AST&page_ind=0&plate_select=NO&data_type=GIF&type=SCREEN_GIF&classic=YES
https://articles.adsabs.harvard.edu/cgi-bin/nph-iarticle_query?journal=YalOY&year=%3f%3f%3f%3f&volume=...1&letter=.&db_key=AST&page_ind=1&plate_select=NO&data_type=GIF&type=SCREEN_GIF&classic=YES
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Example search:
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8,660 results, sorted by relevance
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Example search:
cassini saturn 3/13

8,660 results, sorted by relevance
7,803 published in the last 20 years
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cassini saturn 4/13

8,660 results, sorted by relevance
7,803 published in the last 20 years
261 with data products
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Example search:
cassini saturn 5/13

8,660 results, sorted by relevance
7,803 published in the last 20 years
261 with data products
7 collaboration groups detected
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Example search:
cassini saturn 6/13

8,660 results, sorted by relevance
7,803 published in the last 20 years
261 with data products
7 collaboration groups detected
1 group selected
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Example search:
cassini saturn 7/13

8,660 results, sorted by relevance
7,803 published in the last 20 years
261 with data products
7 collaboration groups detected
1 group selected
75 papers authored by group
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Example search:
cassini saturn 8/13

8,660 results, sorted by relevance
7,803 published in the last 20 years
261 with data products
7 collaboration groups detected
1 group selected
75 papers authored by group
view papers sorted by citations
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Example search:
cassini saturn 9/13

8,660 results, sorted by relevance
7,803 published in the last 20 years
261 with data products
7 collaboration groups detected
1 group selected
75 papers authored by group
view papers sorted by citations
view & select concepts in papers
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Example search:
cassini saturn 10/13

8,660 results, sorted by relevance
7,803 published in the last 20 years
261 with data products
7 collaboration groups detected
1 group selected
75 papers authored by group
view papers sorted by citations
view & select concepts in papers
33 papers containing “plasma”
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Example search:
cassini saturn 11/13

8,660 results, sorted by relevance
7,803 published in the last 20 years
261 with data products
7 collaboration groups detected
1 group selected
75 papers authored by group
view papers sorted by citations
view & select concepts in papers
33 papers containing “plasma”
9 of which have PDS data
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Example search:
cassini saturn 12/13

8,660 results, sorted by relevance
7,803 published in the last 20 years
261 with data products
7 collaboration groups detected
1 group selected
75 papers authored by group
view papers sorted by citations
view & select concepts in papers
33 papers containing “plasma”
9 of which have PDS data
view one article
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Example search:
cassini saturn 13/13

8,660 results, sorted by relevance
7,803 published in the last 20 years
261 with data products
7 collaboration groups detected
1 group selected
75 papers authored by group
view papers sorted by citations
view & select concepts in papers
33 papers containing “plasma”
9 of which have PDS data
view one article
view associated PDS data

cassini saturn



https://SciXplorer.org

à Improved 
ORCID integration 

You can create a 
free acount and  
link your research



à New Features will be 
developed in SciX

à The SciX platform is our 
development focus and the 
place where new capabilities 
and new content will be rolled 
out 

à Disciplinary focus in an 
Interdisciplinary context
We are committed to making 
sure the transition will increase, 
not decrease, research 
productivity and enable 
interdisciplinary research 

Why should I use 
SciX? 



● All of NASA Science 
● Connected to the data 
● Linked to the code 

Better than the rest... 
● Open 
● Trustworthy 
● Complete 
● Innovative 
● Interdisciplinary 
● Developed by scientists, for 
scientists 

Why should I use 
SciX? 



Thank You! 
https://SciXplorer.org

@SciXCommunity

The SciX Team:
Alberto Accomazzi, Tom Allen, Jennifer Bartlett

Harry Blom, Daniel Chivvis, Shinyi (Jennifer) Chen, Fernanda de 
Macedo Alves, Felix Grezes, Carolyn Stern Grant, Edwin Henneken,

Tim Hostetler, Taylor Jacovich, Stephanie Jarmak, Jennifer Koch,
Michael J. Kurtz, Kelly Lockhart, Brit Myers, Jean-Claude Paquin,

Mugdha Polimera, Pavlos Protopapas, Golnaz Shapurian, Matthew 
Templeton, Donna Thompson

The SciX Ambassadors:
Simon Anghel, Thom Chaffee, Yueyi Che, Chenyue Jiao, Sarah 
Lamm, Vincent Ledvina, Manuel Pichardo Marcano, Amirhosein 
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