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01
The Need for Lunar 
Governance
The resurgence of lunar exploration
Key governance challenges: resource utilization, 

site coordination, environmental protection
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02 Legal and 
Policy Gaps
Limitations of OST, 1967
Lack of clarity on property rights and mining 
operations
Absence of mechanisms for site coordination and 
conflict prevention
The need for environmental safeguards and 
scientific site protection



OST is the foundation of space law, but it was 
created in an era when only governments had 
access to space. It establishes key principles:
•
✅ Space is the province of all humankind
✅ No national sovereignty or ownership of 
celestial bodies
✅ Space activities must be conducted for 
peaceful purposes

Limitations of the Outer Space Treaty (OST, 1967)

https://www.theverge.com/2017/1/27/14
398492/outer-space-treaty-50-anniversa
ry-exploration-guidelines
 

https://www.theverge.com/2017/1/27/14398492/outer-space-treaty-50-anniversary-exploration-guidelines
https://www.theverge.com/2017/1/27/14398492/outer-space-treaty-50-anniversary-exploration-guidelines
https://www.theverge.com/2017/1/27/14398492/outer-space-treaty-50-anniversary-exploration-guidelines


Limitations of the Outer Space Treaty (OST, 1967)

OST is the foundation of space law, but it was created in an era when 
only governments had access to space. It establishes key principles:
•
✅ Space is the province of all humankind
✅ No national sovereignty or ownership of celestial bodies
✅ Space activities must be conducted for peaceful purposes

• However, it does NOT address modern challenges, such as:
❌ How commercial companies can extract and profit from lunar 
resources
❌ How we regulate permanent infrastructure on the Moon
❌ How nations coordinate their activities to avoid conflicts



Lack of Clarity on Property Rights and Mining Operations

 The OST says that no nation can claim sovereignty over the Moon. 
However, it does not explicitly prohibit resource extraction.

 The U.S., Luxembourg, UAE, and Japan have passed national laws 
allowing private companies to extract and own space resources, but 
there is no international agreement confirming this legality.

 This legal ambiguity creates three risks: 
 Regulatory conflicts between countries
 Unregulated resource exploitation
 Potential disputes over valuable lunar sites



 The Moon’s most valuable 
locations—such as regions near 
permanently shadowed craters 
with water ice—are limited.

 Currently, there is no global 
mechanism to coordinate who 
lands where and how activities 
are conducted.

 Without proper agreements, we 
risk interference between 
missions, competition over key 
sites, and potential geopolitical 
tensions.

Absence of Mechanisms for Site 
Coordination and Conflict Prevention

https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/news/ice-confirmed-at-the-moons-
poles/



Map of the locations of all 
successful soft 

landings on the Moon to 
date

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moon_landing



 The Moon is home to scientifically 
significant sites, such as: 

 Apollo and Luna landing sites 
(historical importance)

 Permanently shadowed craters 
containing water ice (strategic 
resources)

 Without regulations, there is a risk of 
contamination, disruption, and loss of 
valuable scientific data.

 Should we establish "Lunar Heritage 
Protection Zones" to safeguard these 
areas?

The Need for Environmental Safeguards and 
Scientific Site Protection
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https://www.unoosa.org/res/oosadoc/data/
documents/2025/aac_105c_12025crp/
aac_105c_12025crp_18_0_html/
AC105_C1_2025_CRP18E.pdf

 Why Are Some Lunar Sites 
Scientifically Significant?

 What Are the Risks Without 
Regulations?

 What Can Be Done? Establishing 
"Lunar Heritage Protection Zones"



03
Role of UN COPUOS 
and Emerging 
Governance
UN COPUOS; ATLAC  - Pre-launch 

notification; Voluntary guidelines; 
Dispute resolution mechanisms
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https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/
copuos/stsc/2024/index.html

https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/copuos/
stsc/2025/index.html



https://www.un.org/en/observances/
asteroid-awareness-year

https://x.com/RomaniaUN_NY/
status/1852353292988305887



https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/copuos/
atlac/index.html





04 Considerations for 
Governance

Interoperability and standardization in lunar 
infrastructure; balancing scientific research 
and commercial interests; responsible 
resource utilization



Here is the visual representation of 
a chaotic, unregulated lunar 
environment, illustrating multiple 
scattered bases, uncoordinated 
infrastructure, and conflicting 
operations. 

This image highlights the risks of a 
fragmented, competitive lunar 
landscape without governance or 
standardization.

Photo: AI-generated



05 Discussions



 🔹Who decides the rules on the Moon—nations, 
international bodies, or private companies?

 🔹 Should lunar resources be first-come, first-
served, or globally regulated?

 🔹 How do we prevent conflicts over landing sites 
and water ice deposits?

 🔹 Should parts of the Moon be off-limits for 
commercial use, like scientific heritage zones?

 🔹 Is a new treaty needed, or can existing space law 
adapt to lunar realities?

Food for thought
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